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seasonable information which enabled me to extinguish
French influence in the Deccan, and to frustrate the vin-
dictive projects of Tippoo Sooltan.   He remained at the
Cape for some months after my departure for India, and
he arrived in India soon after I had concluded the first
treaty with the Nizam in 1798.   I immediately appointed
him to the confidential office of Military Secretary, in
which capacity he attended me to Fort St. George during
the war with Tippoo Sooltan, and after the conquest of
Mysore acted in the delicate and arduous situation of Com-
missioner at Seringapatam. Having in every great political
transaction of my administration derived the utmost ad-
vantage from his experience and ability, after the settle-
ment of Mysore, when the vast extension of the empire
required a modification of the office of Secretary at Fort
William, I appointed Lieutenant-Colonel Eirkpatrick to
the political department, because I knew him to be not
only better qualified for that office than any other man in
India, but to be the only man in India from whom I could
hope to receive any important assistance in a department
to which so large a share of my particular attention had
been devoted at every period of my life, and that I know I
could expect little additional information from any person
whom I could place in the office excepting lieutenant-
Colonel Earkpatrick.....He held the office for

a year, during which time many important political mea-
sures were accomplished. His health failing in Bengal, I
appointed him Eesident at Poona in the month of January
1801; he proceeded as far as Madras on his way to
Poona, but finding his health still declining, he has been
reduced to the necessity of embarking from Madras for
Europe."
Major-General Kirkpatrick died many years after these